VYKINTAS VAITKEVICIUS

BALTU RELIGIJOS IR MITOLOGIIOS
IYMES KLAIPEDOS KRASTE

Senosios Klaipédos krato $ventvietés yra turtingy, daz-
nai puoSniomis jkapémis garséjantiy laidojimo pamin-
kly $edélyje. Sventas protéviy girias, kalvas, akmenis ir
Saltinius iki Siol saugo paslapties skraisté, tatiau ¢ia at-
gyja misy jausmai ir vaizduoteé. Siandien néra kito, ge-
resnio ir patikimesnio, biido $ventvietéms tirti, kaip tik
analizuoti ir tarpusavyje derinti prane$imus apie arche-
ologinius radinius, istorijos dokumenty, kalbos ir tauto-
sakos duomenis.

Nors visapusigki Klaipédos kra$to tyrinéjimai prasi-
déjo anks¢iau negu likusioje Lietuvos dalyje, XX a.
s-ajame de$imtmetyje pasikeitus gyventojams, jie ilgam
apmireé. I$ esmés nutriko ir jprastas savaiminis sakyti-
nés istorijos Ziniy, viety vardy, pasakojamosios tautosa-
kos perdavimas. Tarp XIX a. - XX a. pirmosios pusés ra-
dytiniy liudijimy ir $iuolaikiniy kradto tyréjy atsivéré
praraja, kurig jveikti galima tik kruop&¢iu darbu su kar-
tografine medZiaga ir raSytine istorija.

TilZés gimnazijos mokytojo Eduardo Gizevijaus

(1798-1880) tiriamyjy i$vyky apra$ymai, nenuilstancio

lietuviy tautosakos ir vietovardZiy rinkéjo Viliaus Kal-
vaitio (1848-1914) palikimas - didZiausias senyjy Klaipé-
dos krasto $ventvieliy tyrinétojy turtas. Véliau jj dar
gausino tautosakos rinkéjai: Marta Ju$kaité, Bronislava
Kerbelyté, Liudvikas Giedraitis. Mokslinius $ventviediy
tyrimus pradéjo archeologai Valdemaras Siménas ir Vla-
das Zulkus, ie$kodami atsakymo j klausimg, kur bita se-
noveés kulto viety, kaip paaiSkinti didesnius jy telkinius.
XX a. 9-ajame de$imtmetyje minéti tyrinétojai atkreipé
démesj, kad daugelis senyjy $ventvietiy yra neapgyven-
tuose miSkinguose, pelkétuose ruozupse tarp gentiy bei
istoriniy Zemiy ir i¥kélé hipoteze, kad tai gali bati miti-
nés balty mirusiyjy pasaulio sampratos atspindys'.

TRACES OF THE BALT RELIGION
AND MYTHOLOGY
IN THE KLAIPEDA REGION

The ancient sacred places in the Klaipéda Region stay

in the shadow of rich burial sites, frequently famous

for their splendid grave goods. Sacred woods, hills, stones,
and springs have hitherto been protected by a veil of
mistery, however, in such places, our feelings and imagina-
tion come back to life. Presently, there is no better or more
reliable way to investigate sacred places than to analyse
and organise the information about the archaeological
finds and the data of historical documents, language,

and folklore.

Even though comprehensive studies of the Klaipéda
Region started much earlier than in the remaining parts
of Lithuania, after its population had changed in the 40s
of the 20th century, they stopped for a long time.
The usual spontaneous transfer of oral history, place
names, and folk narratives also ceased. Between the writ-
ten records of the 19th through the first half of the 2oth
century and the contemporary explorers of the region,
a gap opened up, which can be overcome merely by
means of thorough work with cartographic materials
and written history.

The descriptions of exploratory trips of Eduard

Gisevius (1798-1880), teacher of the Tilsit Gymnazium,

and the heritage of Vilius Kalvaitis (1848-1914), indefati-
gable collector of Lithuanian folklore and place names,

is the greatest asset of the explorers of the ancient sacred
places in the Klaipeda Region. Afterwards, it was enriched
by folklore collectors Marta JuSkaité, Bronislava Kerbelyté,
and Liudvikas Giedraitis. Archaeologists Valdemaras
Simenas and Vladas Zulkus were the first to start scientific
research on sacred places in search for an answer to

the questions where the places of the ancient cult were
and how their larger concentrations can be explaihed.






